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First Record of Cepaea nemoralis (Mollusca:
Gastropoda) in Bulgaria
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Abstract. The brown-lipped snail Ceapea nemoralis (Linnaeus, 1758) has been recorded for
the first time in Bulgaria. Eleven individuals — one of them smashed — were found in May
and July 2025 in the central part of Sofia city. The place of the only locality indicates that
the species was most likely transported accidentally as a souvenir or by chance by a hotel
guest or with the soil used for the flowerpot. Considering the conditions and location of the
finding, it is questionable whether C. nemoralis could have expanded its geographical range.
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On 11 May 2025, a vivid yellow crushed specimen of the genus Cepaea was found on
the stairs of a large hotel in central Sofia, opposite the building of the National Assembly of
the Republic of Bulgaria. After careful inspection, it was identified as Cepaea nemoralis.
Upon further inspection of the site, 10 more living specimens of the same species were
found in a flowerpot at the entrance, including on the stem of the potted pine tree (Fig. 1).

The discovery of the species in question represents a new genus and a new species
for the malacofauna of Bulgaria. It has not been listed in the checklist of the Bulgarian
terrestrial snails (Dedov 1998).

The native distribution of C. nemoralis is from Western and Northern Europe to
Central Europe, but it has been spreading eastwards, especially over the last few decades.
The distributional range covers most of the Iberian Peninsula, France, Great Britain,
Ireland, Belgium, the Netherlands, Germany, Denmark, southern Sweden and Norway,
Switzerland, Austria, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, Bosnia, Croatia, and the
northern half of Italy. In Central and Eastern Europe, it has spread particularly along the
Baltic coast (e.g. in Poland, Latvia, Estonia, southern Finland, the east coast of Sweden) but
also now elsewhere in Poland, Ukraine, Belarus and Russia (Dvorak et al. 2003; Ozgo et al.
2019; Cadevall & Orozco 2016; Jurickova et al. 2001; Peltanova et al. 2012; 1. Balashov &
Markova 2021; Gural-Sverlova 2023). The species was found in Russia (Egorov 2008).
Central Romania, Sibiu (Gheoca 2018), is the locality closest to Bulgaria. The species has
also been introduced to North America, including the USA and Canada (Whitson 2005).

The location of the only locality indicates that the species was most likely
transported accidentally as a souvenir or by chance by a hotel guest or with the soil used for
the flowerpot. Considering the conditions and location of the finding, it is questionable
whether C. nemoralis could have expanded its geographical range.
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Fig. 1. Cepaea nemoralis from Sofia city.
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