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Abstract. A new collection of Psocoptera from Uganda revealed 37 species. Thirty six were 

new records for the country. After this study the current list of barklice of Uganda is 

comprised of 50 species. 
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Introduction 

Faunistic and taxonomic works on the psocid fauna of Uganda are very scarce. 

Information about this insect group was published in the papers of Karny (1924), Pearman 

(1934), Smithers (1960), and Mockford (1993). Only 14 species of Psocoptera were known 

from this region till now (Lienhard 2016). In this paper I report on 37 species, from which 

only one was known from Uganda. All the rest are new country records. 

 

Material and Methods 

The study was carried out between 24.7-1.8.2022 at two areas of Uganda: Buvi, 

Wakiso (near Lake Viktoria) and Zirobwe, Mubende (N of Kampala) (Tab. 1, Fig. 1). Beating 

the vegetation and sieving techniques were mainly used for collection, and the specimens 

were stored in 96% ethanol. The species discussed in the paper were identified according to 

original descriptions, redescriptions, and/or published identification keys (Badonnel 1931, 

1932, 1946, 1948, 1955, 1967, 1969, 1973, 1976, Broadhead & Richards 1980, 1982, 

Enderlein 1909, Lienhard 1998, Mockford 1953 and other). 

 

Table 1. Collection localities of Psocoptera in Uganda during present study; № - 

locality number, Alt. – altitude in meters. 

 

 

 

№ Date Locality Coordinates Alt. Habitat and microhabitat

1 24.7.2022 Buvi, Buvi Lodge N00 07 17.4 E32 27 07.5 1146 yard of a lodge, branches of Cupressaceae sp.

2 24.7.2022 Buvi, near Buvi Lodge N00 07 28.9 E32 27 04.2 1162 banana plantation, dry banana leaves on the ground

3 25.7.2022 Buvi, NE of Buvi Lodge N00 07 26.4 E32 27 25.8 1146 semiopen wetlands, dry Cyperus papyrus

4 25.7.2022 Buvi, near Buvi Lodge N00 07 23.0 E32 27 13.6 1133 banana and sugar cane plantation, dry palm leaves and fallen Ploceus cucullatus  nests

5 26.7.2022 Buvi, near Buvi Lodge N00 07 27.0 E32 27 02.0 1151 banana plantation, dry banana leaves

6 26.7.2022 Buvi, near Buvi Lodge N00 07 26.0 E32 27 03.0 1151 eucalypt plantation with bushes, from branches of bushes and trees

7 27.7.2022 Buvi, NE of Buvi Lodge N00 07 26.5 E32 27 25.5 1138 grasses, bushes and single trees, from my hand

8 27.7.2022 Buvi, N of Buvi Lodge N00 07 36.5 E32 27 18.8 1034 a stripe of pine trees, dry pine needles and cones on the ground

9 28.7.2022 Zirobwe, E of Dulo school N00 42 11.8 E32 42 58.2 1061 eucalypt plantation and agricultural lands, dry leaves of palms, bushes and grasses

10 29.7.2022 Zirobwe, W of Dulo school N00 42 18.6 E32 42 37.8 1089 agricultural lands, dry palm leaves

11 29.7.2022 Zirobwe, W of Dulo school N00 42 10.8 E32 42 40.7 1084 eucalypt, coffee and cassava, with lianas and bushes, branches of bushes and trees

12 30.7.2022 Buvi, bank of Lake Viktoria N00 07 40.4 E32 27 28.8 1133 swampy area with bushes, palms and hygrophyts, dry palm leaves

13 31.7.2022 Buvi, NW of Buvi Lodge N00 08 20.7 E32 26 44.7 1125 large eucalypt plantation, dry branches with leaves

14 1.8.2022 Buvi, bank of Lake Viktoria N00 07 23.1 E32 27 22.3 1143 small hill with a patch of native rainforest, dry leaves of bushes and trees
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Fig. 1. Views from some of the collection localities: A – loc. 9: 28.7.2022, Zirobwe, E of Dulo 

school N00 42 11.8 E32 42 58.2, 1061 m a.s.l., eucalypt plantation and agricultural lands 

overgrown by bushes and lianas; B – loc. 8: 27.7.2022, Buvi, N of Buvi Lodge, N00 07 36.5 

E32 27 18.8, 1034 m a. s. l., a stripe of pine trees between eucalypt plantation and corn 

field; C, D – loc. 14: 1.8.2022, Buvi, bank of Lake Viktoria, N00 07 23.1 E32 27 22.3, 1143 

m a. s. l., small hill with a patch of native rainforest. 

 

Results 

 A total of 37 species of Psocoptera were registered, from which 36 are new records to 

Uganda.  

 Species list (localities numbers correspond with those in Table 1; * - new country 

record):  

 

Lepidopsocidae Enderlein, 1903 

1. Echmepteryx lunulata* Thornton, Lee & Chui, 1972: loc. 4, 1♀; loc. 12, 5♀; loc. 14, 3♀.   

2. Echmepteryx madagascariensis* (Kolbe, 1885): loc. 12, 1♀. 

3. Echmepteryx similis* Badonnel, 1955: loc. 8, 1♀. 

4. Soa flaviterminata* Enderlein, 1906: loc. 13, 1♀. 

5. Thylacella angustipennis* Broadhead & Richards, 1982: loc. 9, 1♀. 

6. Thylacella congolensis* (Badonnel, 1949): loc. 12, 1♀. 

 

Liposcelididae Enderlein, 1911 

7. Embidopsocus vilhenai* Badonnel, 1955: loc. 8, 2♀. 

8. Liposcelis angolensis* Badonnel, 1955: loc. 9, 11♀. 

9. Liposcelis bostrychophila* Badonnel, 1931: loc. 8, 3♀; loc. 9, 1♀. 
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Pachytroctidae Enderlein, 1904 

10. Nanopsocus oceanicus* Pearman, 1928: loc. 14, 1♀. 

11. Pachytroctes aglyphus* Badonnel, 1955: loc. 4, 2♀. 

12. Tapinella curvata* Badonnel, 1949: loc. 4, 5♀. 

13. Tapinella sp. 1* (n. sp.?): loc. 11, 1 nymph. 

14. Tapinella sp. 2*: loc. 5, 1 nymph. 

 

Caeciliusidae Mockford, 2000 

15. Maoripsocus africanus* (Ribaga, 1911): loc. 8, 2♀.  

16. Stenocaecilius casarum* (Badonnel, 1931): loc. 5, 1♀. 

17. Valenzuela anomalus* (Badonnel, 1959): loc. 8, 1♀; loc. 13, 1♀. 

18. Valenzuela brunneonitens* (Pearman, 1932): loc. 11, 1♀; loc. 13, 1♂. 

19. Valenzuela marginalis* (Badonnel, 1955): loc. 6, 1♀; loc. 8, 2♀. 

20. Valenzuela similis* (Badonnel, 1949): loc. 3, 1♀, 1♂. 

 

Amphipsocidae Pearman, 1936 

21. Harpezoneura cf. indotata* Broadhead & Richards, 1982: loc. 12, 1♀. 

 

Peripsocidae Pearman, 1936 

22. Peripsocus ghesquierei* Badonnel, 1948: loc. 9, 1♀; loc. 10, 1♀; loc. 11, 1♀. 

23. Peripsocus machadoi* Badonnel, 1955: loc. 1, 18♀. 

24. Peripsocus sp.*: loc. 12, 12♀. 

 

Ectopsocidae Roesler, 1944 

25. Ectopsocus briggsi* McLachlan, 1899: loc. 8, 2♀; loc. 12, 1♀; loc. 13, 3♀, 3♂. 

26. Ectopsocus pilosus* Badonnel, 1967: loc. 10, 1♀; loc. 13, 1♀. 

27. Ectopsocus pumilis* (Banks, 1920): loc. 5, 2♀; loc. 9, 4♀, 2♂; loc. 10, 1♂; loc. 11, 3♀, 4♂; 

loc. 13, 2♀. 

28. Ectopsocus vilhenai* Badonnel, 1955: loc. 5, 3♀; 13, 1♀. 

 

Lachesillidae Pearman, 1936 

29. Lachesilla acutiloba* Broadhead & Richards, 1982: loc. 9, 2♀; loc. 13, 1♀; loc. 14, 1♀. 

30. Lachesilla mucronata Badonnel, 1946: loc. 5, 1♂; loc. 9, 5♀, 1♂; loc. 11, 14♀, 5♂; loc. 13, 

3♀. 

31. Lachesilla tectorum* Badonnel, 1931: loc. 9, 1♀. 

 

Archipsocidae Pearman, 1936 

32. Archipsocopsis machadoi* (Badonnel, 1955): loc. 4, 1♀; loc. 6, 2♀; loc. 9, 3♀, 2♂; loc. 10, 

2♀; loc. 11, 1♀. 

33. Archipsocus neens* Enderlein, 1914: loc. 7, 1♀. 

 

Pseudocaeciliidae Pearman, 1936 

34. Mepleres cf. pictus* (Badonnel, 1977): loc. 14, 1♀; loc. 6, 1♀. 

 

Hemipsocidae Pearman, 1936 

35. Hemipsocus africanus* Enderlein, 1907: loc. 2, 1♀, 1♂; loc. 4, 6♀; loc. 6, 1♂; loc. 9, 4♂; 

loc. 11, 3♀; loc. 12, 1♀, 1♂.  

 

Psocidae Hagen, 1865 

36. Blaste nairobensis* New, 1975: loc. 1, 1♂. 

37. Trichadenotecnum circularoides* Badonnel, 1955: loc. 6, 1♀; loc. 9, 1♀; loc. 10, 2♀. 
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