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New records of non marine molluscs from Thassos
Island (North Aegean, Greece)
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Abstract. Five mollusc species were recorded on Thassos Island as new for the fauna of the
island: Four gastropods (Aegopinella minor, Carychium minimum, Deroceras thersites, Limax
graecus), and one clam (Pisidium personatum). Now the number of species recorded on the
island is 83. This is one of the richest island malacofaunas of Greece.
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Introduction

Thassos is a roughly circular island about 30 kilometers in diameter and is covering
an area of about 300 square kilometers. The island is dominated by the mountain ranges of
Ypsario (1204 metres) and the neighboring Profitis Ilias (1100 metres). The majority of the
island's central area is covered by commercially managed pine forests. Towns and villages
are mainly confined to the narrow, low-lying, coastal fringe, where olive groves are a
prominent feature of the landscape (Fowles, 2016).

The non marine molluscs of Thassos are relatively well studied. A total of 77 species
had been reported (Angelov 1959, Bank & Menkhorst 1992, Boettger 1907, Butot & Subai
1981, Fowles 2002, Frank 2018, Leeuwen 2005, Reischtitz 1983, 1988, Riedel 1988, 1992,
Urbanski 1960, Wiktor 2001). In this short note I add five new species to the faunal list of
this island.

Material and Methods

Material was collected by hand or sieves as empty shells or living animals during
17.-21.08.2020 on Thassos Island (North Aegean, Greece). After identification they were
deposited in the collection of the author.

Results and Discussion
Five mollusc species were recorded on Thassos Island in addition to its faunal list:
Four gastropods, and one clam:
Gastropoda

Aegopinella minor (Stabile, 1864)
17.08.2020, Potamia vill., Platanus orientalis forest, near a stream, N40° 42' 58.0",
E24° 43' 30.5", 160 m a.s.l.
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Carychium minimum O. F. Miiller, 1774
21.08.2020, Panagia vill.,, near and below the entrance of Drakotrypa Cave, in
detritus and limestone rocks, N40° 43' 55.4" E24° 43' 54.1", 160 m a.s.l.

Deroceras (Agriolimax) thersites (Simroth, 1886)
21.08.2020, Skala Potamia, grass terrain near walls of a building, under an old
board, N40° 43' 02.8" E24° 45' 21.3", 12 m a.s.l.

Limax (Limax) graecus (Simroth, 1889)
21.08.2020, Panagia vill.,, on the path to Drakotrypa Cave, near a karstic spring,
N40° 44' 00.9" E24° 43' 53.2", 146 m a.s.l.

Bivalvia
Pisidium personatum Malm, 1855

21.08.2020, Panagia vill., below Drakotrypa Cave, in a karstic spring near the path,
N40° 44' 00.9" E24° 43' 53.2", 146 m a.s.l.
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Fig. 1. Deroceras thersites from Thassos Island (Skala Potamia, N40° 43' 02.8" E24° 45'
21.3", 12 m a.s.l.).



ZooNotes 165: 1-3 (2020) 165

References

Angelov, A. (1959) Beitrag zur Erforschung der Stisswassermalakofauna der Insel Thasos
und der Agédischen Kuste. Izvestia na Zoologicheskia Institut, BAS, 8: 297-299.

Bank, R. & Menkhorst, H. (1992) Notizen zur Familie der Enidae, 4. Revision der
griechischen Arten der Gattungen Ena, Zebrina, Napaeopsis und Turanena
(Gastropoda Pulmonata: Pupilloidea). Basteria, 56: 105-158.

Boettger, O. (1907) Die ersten Landschnecken von der Insel Thasos. Nachrichtsblatt der
Deutschen Malakozoologischen Gesellschaft, 39: 34-40.

Butot, L. & Subai, P. (1981) A Working Group on Greek molluscs. Conchologists’ Newsletter,
78: 335-337.

Fowles, A. (2002) Vertigo angustior Jeffreys, 1830 and Vertigo moulinsiana (Dupuy, 1849),
new to Greece, on the Aegean island of Thasos. Journal of Conchology, 37: 683-684.

Fowles, A. (2010) Thassos: Island Description. Available from:
https:/ /yrefail.net/Thasos/description.htm ((Accessed on 25 August 2020).

Frank, C. (2018) Ein weiterer Beitrag zur Kenntnis der Molluskenfauna der Insel Thasos
(nérdliche  Agéis, Griechenland. Nachrichtenblatt der ersten Vorarlberger
malakologischen Gesellschaft, 25: 69-78.

Leeuwen, S. (2005) Schelpen verzamelen op Thasos, Griekenland. De Kreukel, 41: 3-6.

Reischtitz, P. (1983) Ein Beitrag zur Molluskenfauna der Insel Thasos (Griechenland).
Annalen des Naturhistorischen Museums in Wien, 85B: 133-146.

Reischtitz, P. (1988) Beitrage zur Molluskenfauna Thrakiens und Ostmakedoniens, II.
Annalen des Naturhistorischen Museums in Wien, 90B: 341-356.

Riedel, A. (1988) Zur Kenntnis der Gattung Balcanodiscus, 2 (Gastropoda,
Stylommatophora, Zonitidae). Malakologische Abhandlungen, 13: 93-104.

Riedel, A. (1992) The Zonitidae (sensu lato) (Gastropoda, Pulmonata) of Greece. Fauna
Graeciae 5, Hellenic Zoological Society, Athens, 194 pp.

Urbanski, J. (1960) Bemerkenswerte balkanische Stylommatophoren (Systematische,
zoogeographische und 6kologische Studien tiber die Mollusken der Balkanhalbinsel
II.). Ein Beitrag zur Kenntnis der Molluskenfauna der Insel Thasos und des
mazedonisch-thrazischen Kustenlandes. Izvestia na Zoologicheskia Institut, BAS, 9:
71-105.

Wiktor, A. (2001) The slugs of Greece (Arionidae, Milacidae, Limacidae, Agriolimacidae -
Gastropoda, Stylommatophora). Fauna Graeciae 8, Natural History Museum of Crete,
University of Crete, Irakleio, 241 pp.



