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Caddisfly larvae (Trichoptera, Insecta) from the 
Vrachanska Planina Mountains
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Abstract. Faunistic data on the larval stages of the insect order Trichoptera from the 

a little more than 8% of the Trichoptera species, found on the territory of Bulgaria. This 

Odontocerum hellenicum 

description.
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Introduction

The Vrachanska Planina Mts. lies in the west of the Bulgarian part of the Balkan 
Mts.. There is no species inventory of the aquatic Trichoptera fauna from the region as 

of Trichoptera order from rivers in the Vrachanska Planina Mts. with notes on endemism 
and rare species.



TRICHOPTERA

Material and Methods

The caddis specimens were collected from four rivers on the territory of the 
Vrachanska Planina Mts., North-western Bulgaria: Desna River, Leva River, Gluharska 

site was selected in Desna and Leva Rivers each, while the upper and lower stretch of 

Table 1. Sampling locations with geographical coordinates, altitudes and UTM codes. 

Desna  
River

Leva  
River

Gluharska 
River st. 1

Gluharska 
River st. 2

Cherna 
River st. 1

Cherna 
River st. 2

Northing 43 43 43 43 43 43

Easting 23 23 23 23 23 23
Altitude, 
m a.s.l.

412 328 278

UTM code FN98 FN98 FN99 FN99

et al. 

et al. 
et al et al et al.

Results
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Table 2.
Northwestern Bulgaria.
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Philopotamidae       

Philopotamus montanus +  + +   

Polycentropodidae       

Plectrocnemia conspersa +      

Hydropsychidae       
Hydropsyche tabacarui Botosaneanu, 

 + + + + +

Hydropsyche cf. instabilis  + + + +  

Hydropsyche ornatula McLachlan, 1878  +     
Hydropsyche cf. peristerica Botosaneanu 

  + +  +

Hydropsyche cf. incognita Pitsch, 1993     + +

Hydropsyche

Cheumatopsyche lepida     +  

 + + + +  

Rhyacophilidae       

Rhyacophila obliterata   + +   

Rhyacophila nubila  + +  + +

Rhyacophila fasciata  +  + + +

Rhyacophila

Limnephilidae       
Micropterna cf. nycterobia McLachlan, 
1875

+
 

    

Chaetopteryx  s.l. villosa + +  +   

Drusus sp.   +    

Halesus cf. digitatus    +   

cf. Anabolia sp.    +   

+

Odontoceridae       

Odontocerum hellenicum Malicky, 1972    +   

Sericostomatidae       

Sericostoma avicorne Schneider, 1845    +   

  +  +  

Unidenti ed    

  +    
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Rare are three of the recorded species: Hydropsyche tabacarui
H. ornatula Halesus cf. digitatus

et al
Odontocerum hellenicum et al

Discussion

This paper presents original results on the larvae of Trichoptera for the Vrachanska 

conservation status of the recorded species.

et al
et al

larval stages of many of the endemic or rare species are unknown. Therefore, the guides 

Hydropsyche and Rhyacophila. Moreover, we have recorded Chaetopteryx sp. from the 
villosa
found two Balkan endemics of the genus in Bulgaria: Ch. stankovici
Ch. bosniaca

fauna from the mountain is needed.

e.g.
et al et al.

et al

and assist ecological assessment of aquatic ecosystems.
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