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Geographic features of Vrachanska Planina Mountains
DIMITAR BECHEV, DILIAN GEORGIEV

Situation, relief, climate, soils

Vrachanska Planina Mts. is situated in North-Western Bulgaria (Fig. 1), north of the 
main chain of Stara Planiana Mts. with which is connected by the so called Druzhevska 

the north and north-east, and by Botunya and Bela Rivers to the west and by Iskar River 

dolomites which are forming cliffs, mesas, tors, stone runs and surface karst formations.
Vrachanska Planina is one of the richest areas on caves in Bulgaria. There are over 

Rendzinas.

Flora and vegetation

endemics.

known in this mountain.
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Fig. 1. Location of the study area in UTM-grid 10×10 and 1×1 km (from the one-kilometer 
squares are shown only the ones, in which falls the territory of Vrachanska Planina 
Mts.)(from Naumov et al. 2016).

Fauna

On the territory of the Natural Park “Vrachanski Balkan” there are 1507 animal 
species known till present publication (1231 invertebrates and 276 vertebrates). While the 
species list of the vertebrates is considered as almost complete, this one of the invertebrates 

invertebrate animals occurring in this area can be supposed to be over 5000.
From zoogeographic point of view dominate animal species groups belong to the 

elements also present on the southern mountain slopes.
Endemics are well represented in the area (most of them troglobites).
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